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On Jan. 4, the Chilean government asked the Supreme Court to appoint a judge to investigate
a German immigrant enclave where leftists were reportedly killed and residents tortured and
sexually abused. The decision, announced by Foreign Minister Felipe Errazuriz, occurred after
a regional appeals court granted only a partial probe of the community, known as Colonia
Dignidad. Community leaders have initiated protracted litigation after the West German office of
Amnesty International and the magazine Stern (Hamburg) reported the alleged abuses. They also
reported that the enclave was used by Chile's secret police to detain, torture and kill opponents of
President Augusto Pinochet's government. Former Nazis and ex-Baptists founded the community
28 years ago, and its main leader is Paul Schafer, a former German Army sergeant. The colony
was constructed near the town of Parral, 315 km. south of Santiago. Schafer has been accused of
homosexual practices with young boys. Other witnesses and members of the colony have described
mistreatment of residents, use of illegal drugs, arms possession and kidnapping. Dignidad leaders
have denied the accusations and have blocked attempts by the courts, the police and the West
German Embassy to conduct investigations. In 1987, the West German government supported the
charges made by Amnesty International and insisted on a full investigation. Bonn warned that
failure to act on the allegations could have a negative effect on West German-Chilean diplomatic
relations. (Basic data from AFP, 01/04/89)
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